CHAPTER YI

A DIVISION  IN THE

TIMES of peace, it is said, have few historians, but
times of war have still fewer, because the hotter the
fight the harder it is to stop and describe it. It will
be useless to attempt any full explanation, for the
readers of to-day, of the great division which
embittered the lives of so many among the early
abolitionists, as years passed on. The strength of
character which makes a leader of reform is not easily
combined with the sweet attributes of the peacemaker ;
and after the right to agitate a great principle is fought
for and won, there is apt to be a good deal of further
pugilism needed in determining just how it shall be
agitated. The leader of the antislavery movement
was of course G-arrison, and he had been Whittier's
especial guide and source of influence in his personal
career ; so that their mutual relation became in time
a difficult question. After the Liberator had been
mobbed into fame, it turned out to be in the hands of
a man who had, not one moral aim alone in view, but
many ; who had a whole quiver full of arrows to dis-
charge at a dozen public evils, and would by no means
be limited by any one else in the right of selection.
TMs was all very proper if Garrison's newspaper be-
longed to him in fee simple; but what became of it